Did You Know?
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Only 16% to 30% of Canadians who die currently have access to or receive hospice palliative and end-oflife care services – depending on where they live in Canada.1



Canadian families frequently shoulder 25% of the total cost of palliative care due to costs associated with
home based services.2



Most people have indicated that they would prefer to die at home in the presence of loved ones3, yet
almost 70% of Canadian deaths occur in a hospital.



Approximately 15% of Canadians who require hospice palliative care services have access to these
4
specialized services.



Canadians living in remote and rural areas, or those living with disabilities, have severely limited access to
formal hospice palliative care services. (CHPCA)



Canadians estimate that 54 hours per week would be needed to take care of a dying loved one in their
homes.5



A 2000 research study discovered that 75% of deaths today still take place in hospitals and long-term care
facilities.6



Hospice palliative care programs allow patients to gain more control over their lives, manage pain and
symptoms more effectively, and provides support to family caregivers. 7



Hospice palliative care programs are still at least 50% funded by charitable donations, and families must
bear part of the cost of dying at home, in longer-term care – almost anywhere outside a hospital.8
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